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A special meetlng was call-ed of the Burnt Fork Birch Creek - B"rrru"l#IEF R'GHIS
Herrryr s Fork liater Districts by Water Conrnissioner Steve Wilkinson and State
of Utah and State of Wyoming to diseuss water rlghts. Meeting held on July 12,
l-9B2 at the MeKinnon Schoolhouse at 6:00 p.n. in McKinnon, Wyo. Those present
weres Representing
Jon C. Wilde Self
Bob Gamble Self
I'iilton Beck Self
EarI liank"s Self
I'iark Anderson SeIf

R. Williams Olsens
J. Al-den Olsen Sel-f
Larry and Judy Bohlen , Sr. L.G.A.
Larry OrNeil SeIf
\rc1na 0r Neil Self
Darrel Eyre Lyman Grazing Assn.
Sylvester Phillips Lyman Grazing Assn .
Don Stoll Self
Theron \.51de Self
Don Norseth Div. ltrater Rights
Marvj-n Bollschweiller Wyo. Hydrographer Comn.

Minutes of the last special neeting were ca1led to be read by Sec. Jon Wilde
and minutes were approved as read by motion made by Velma OrNeil and seeonded by
Earl Hanks. AJ.l were in favor. Meeting was chaired by Burntfork-Birch Creek
Chairrnan Robert Gamble.

Utah State Engineer Donald Norseth explai-ned about storage ri-ghts of Hoops Lake
and island Lake. Hoops Lake may store water from Jan I to "ec 1I of each year,
er:cept for the water out of East Fork of Beaver Creek and Thompson Creek which can
be stored until lilay 1!, of eaeh year. Then if aI1 the water rights are fi-lled on
Burntfork, Thompson Creek can be stored until water is needed in Burntfork to fill
the rights. There are no high water double rights for storage in Hoops Lake. Wyo.
has a high water double ditch right. After May 11, East Fork Beaver Creek has to run
its natural stream f1ow. Island Lake ean.store water from October 1 of one year
to Mareh J1 inelusive of the year folIowlng. Island Lake cannot store natural stream
flow during irrigation season. Earl Hanks asked about water rights in the a:nount of
79.55 CFS 1926 priority of Interstate Canal Co. 5O.OO CFS of natural flow from
Burntfork may be diverted to Interstate when thej-r priority of l-926 comes into effect.
29.55 aec. ft of natural flow from Lost Creek is dj.verted into Beaver Meadows Reservoir.
J-.ost. Creeko having no natural stream channel into Burntfork Creek, cannot yield water
as a tr"it'uta-1' to Br:rntfork. A11 water that is not stored in Beaver Meadows Reservoir-"' ]rst rn a hole in the mountain and is not known where it eomes up if it does.
-, . .:"-'seti,'sajd water from Lost Creek has no affeet to water users on Burntfork exeept
l:r'1 e:"s't-.ate Irrigation and Reservoir Co.

Marvj-n Bo}lschweiller, Engineer state of Wyo., suggested eombi-ning some of the
ditches on the Beaver Creeks to save costs of headgates and measuring flums install.*ion.
Ile said there are a lot of ditehes with srnall water rights in them. He stated install-
tjon of their measuring flums is very i-mportant that they be level. Correct install-
aticn of both headgates and measuring flurns is eritical because of frost movement.
they should be ehecked periodically. He said orders are going out now to alt water
users who are in violation of headgate and measuring flums and anyone who does not
eomply will have no water forthcoming in the 1!Bl season. Mr. Norseth explained
Utahrs position on headgate and measuring flums. Anyone who has an interest and
water right in any said ditch wi1l pay these proportional share of headgate and
measuring flum installation fees and also any maintenance on the ditch. If anyonejs unu-illing to pay their share, the State of Utah has the right, if it is adjudj-cated
nater"r to hold or shut their water off until paynent has been made. Marvin Bol-lsehweille
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mentioned a case of Gregory Basin diteh - the headgate being in Utah and
water irrigating l,jyo. land. The State of llyo. could not make them put in headgate
and measuring flum. Iilr. Norseth said he would make a note of this and see that all
j,nterested parties get the orders to install what is needed at the head of that
rti f ah

Irtr. Norseth said everyone should be very interested in their measuring flums
and the eorreet installation of each. In case a water user wants to sell or transfer
water, the state will go baek on past yearts portions flums readings to justify
water amounts.

llater Conrn. Steve Wllkinson handed out a notiee with Burntforkfs water rights
on it. He went over these water rights and explained them. He said there neede
to be a headgate very badly or some diversion at the forks in Burntfork to
regulate the water. Don Stoll said he was concerned also about the forkts dlversion.
Also he mentioned about tle many percol&irg springs on Burntfork and how the creek
foses its water when high water is gone. i'Ir'. Boll"sehr.,'e1l 1e:'said if the water ueers
try to aftar or ehange the creek eharnreJ, the envirorr",.nt.aljsts would have a big
pa:'t to say about i-t. We should all tr-r' to get along.

Water Conrnissioner said he had a list of repairs to be made to headgate or
flurns or replaeement of sueh:

Burntfork:
Headgates to be installed:

1. Wyrnan - wood is oldr not tight.
2. Gi[is - wood is o1d' not tight.
J. Preemptlon - wood ls oldr not tight.

Measuring flumes to be repalred
1. Gillis - water go around.
2. Baldy Spring Ditch - slants upper end lolr'.

Measuring flumes which should be rel-ocated:
1. High line - lOO to 4OO yd. below gates.
2. Wyrnan - questionable maybe okay.

l,,later user Don Stoll asked about the Birch Creek - Burntfork Distribution
System, and how 1i eame to be for Utah water users. He stated that the Cornnittee
is very important and they should have a larger prrt in itfs operation. Ttris was

diseussed by both states. Water bei-ng adiudicated in Utah mandates that this
meeting be held with its water users. Mr. Norseth asked about combining Birch-Creek
Burntfork with the Lonetree system. There were several objeetions to this at this
time.

Theie being no further business, a motion made by Sylvester Phillips at 12:40 p.m.
a.liour:red the meeting with a geeond made by Darrel Eyre, all in favor.


